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will be called between two stools; but it does not
appear so to me, for then one sits low, whereas I shall
feel myself standing on high ground.'

'May 15.

' I have had a good deal of conversation on the most
leading points already with Lord Grenville, and also
with Windham; and notwithstanding the appearances
that gave me apprehensions at first, I have now the
concurrence of both that nothing like a professed and
systematic opposition should take place. Fortunately,
the Session need not be much longer, and the financial
measures have not hitherto drawn any declaration of
opposite opinions from the ins and outs.

4 On Mr. Pitt's measure for the defence of the country,
as he opened it lately in the House of Commons, there
has already been a difference of opinion declared in the
debates of the former part of the Session. On these
points the same sentiments will be delivered, but as a
difference on these points, not as a feature of a regular
opposition, I have done all in my power to dissuade
any stir of the Catholic question at present; and on
this I have also Lord Grenville's and Windham's assent to
the propriety of avoiding that source of dissension and
warmth at present; although those who have a strong
opinion on the question, like myself, will have no
choice if it be forced on by others. Whether, in spite
of these moderate intentions, the natural course of human
passions may not lead to more warmth and earlier op-
position than I wish or approve, is a point which is not